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GRIZZLIES READY 
TO FACE COYOTES 
mathew
12/15/71 
s p o r t s  s t a t e  +sports b a sk e tb a l l
I n f o r ma t i o n  S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  of m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 * ( 4 0 6 )  243- 2522
The Univers i ty  of  Montana b a s k e tb a l l  team, re juvena ted  by a w e l l -p layed  home 
opener win Monday n ig h t  and th ree  days of  r e s t ,  are ready to take on Friday n ig h t  
e s s e n t i a l l y  the  same U nive rs i ty  o f  South Dakota team they defea ted  l a s t  yea r ,  69-65.
The game i s  the second in  a s e r i e s  o f  s i x  s t r a i g h t  home games fo r  the  G r i z z l i e s .  
Action s t a r t s  a t  8 p.m. in Harry Adams F ie ld  House. The UI1 freshmen, 3-0 fo r  the  year ,  
p lay the p re l im inary  game a g a in s t  the C ar ro l l  College ju n io r  v a r s i t y  squad a t  5:55 p.m.
Jud Heathcote ’s ga l lop ing  G r i z z l i e s  f i n a l l y  put a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  game to g e th e r  
in Monday’s easy v ic to r y  over Midwestern U n iv e rs i ty .  Heathcote s a id  be fore  the  season 
s t a r t e d  he would t r y  to develop a " r e f l e x  ac t ion"  in  h i s  team so they would move quickly  
from offense  to defense and vice  versa .
The G r iz z l i e s  did t h a t  very well  Monday n ig h t  and simply ran away from the  Indians  
o f  Witchi ta  F a l l s ,  Tex. They had an above average number o f  a s s i s t s ,  above average 
shooting percentages  and a below average number o f  tu rnove rs .
Turnovers were c o s t ly  to the G r i z z l i e s  in  t h e i r  four  s t r a i g h t  losses  a t  the s t a r t  
o f  the  season - -  they were committing as many as 30 to 40 a game. Monday n i g h t ,  
however, they had only 13. Another impor tant f a c t o r  in Monday's game, in add i t io n  to 
the  high number of  a s s i s t s ,  was the balanced shooting - -  four p layer s  shot in double 
f i g u r e s .
The 3-3 Coyotes and the 2-4 G r i z z l i e s  both took long road t r i p s  e a r ly  in  the 
season and l o s t  a l l  those games ag a in s t  major co l lege  compet it ion .  The team from 
Vermill ion l o s t  th ree  in a row - -  to Marshall  U n ive rs i ty ,  Cleveland S ta te  U nivers i ty  
and the Univers i ty  o f  I l l i n o i s .  Montana's road t r i p  losses  were to the U n ive rs i ty  o f  
Oregon, Washington S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ,  the U nivers i ty  of  Wyoming and L.A. S ta t e .
MISSOULA—
more
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Coyote coach Bob Mulcahy has all his starters back from last year's team and, with 
on exception, will have them all back again next year.
South Dakota won its first two games and then its sixth game, 9 3-76, against
previously unbeaten Wartburg College. The Coyotes play their seventh game Thursday
College
night against Eastern Montana ( _  ■ in Billings enroute to Missoula.
USD's big gun so far this season is Dick Authier, a 6-7 senior forward. He 
leads the team in five categories including scoring (20 points per game) and rebounding 
(13 a game). Also scoring in double figures for the Coyotes are junior forward Brent 
Fahnestock with a 14.6 average, sophomore guard Chuck Cutler at 13.4 and 6-9 junior 
center Chuck Iverson, 11.4. The other starter, junior guard Steve Moses, is averaging 
six points a game.
Heathcote will be counting on rebounding leader Ray Howard to keep Montana in 
good shape on the boards. The 6-8 senior from Great Falls got 15 Monday night against 
Midwestern's two big men.
If the Grizzlies run their fast break attack Friday night as well as they did 
Monday night, South Dakota will be hard put to keep up. Junior guard Mike Murray 
is the leader of that attack and the scoring leader as well with 15.7 per game.
Others expected to see 2 lot of action Friday are forwards V/iHie Bascus, Earl Tye and 
Dale Parker and guards Mike Vernon and Robin Selvig. The Murray-Vernon.Selvig guard 
team donated 52 points to the Grizzly cause Monday night. Murray had 20, Vernon 19 
and Selvig 13.
The Grizzlies are home again Dec. 22 with an 8 p.m. contest against the University 
of California, Santa Barbara. The Cubs play again Jan. 7 in a double header at home.
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